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SOME LOVE-LBTTBES OB WILLIAM PENN. 

[Selected from the Penn-Forbes Collection of Manuscripts, presented 
to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania by William Brooke Kawle.] 

10 th 7 mo 95— 
Most Deare H. C. 

My best love embraces thee w* springs from y e fountaine 
of Love & life, w oh Time, Distance nor Disapointm* 8 can 
ever ware out, nor y e floods of many & great Waters ever 
Quench. Here it is dearest H — yt I behold, love, and 
vallue thee, and desire, above all other Considerations, to 
be known, received & esteemed by thee. And Lett me 
Say, that the loveliness yt the tendring & blessed Truth 
hath beutified thee with, hath made thee amiable in my 
eyes, above many, & for yt it is my heart, from the very 
first, has cleaved to thee. Did I say above many, ay, above 
all, & yt is my confidence in this thing at all times, to my 
Selfe and others, o let us meet here, most Dear H ! the 
comfort is unspeakable, and the fellowship undesolvable. 
I would perswade my self thou art of the same minde, tho 
it is hard to make thee say so. yet yt must come in time, 
I hope & beleive ; for why should I love so well & so much 
where I am not wellbeloved ? Take it not amiss : I have 
no other way of Convers, let my letters have some place If 
I deserve any ; tho I hope thou art sensible of me in yt in 
w ch we can never be seperated ; but the time draws neer, in 
which I shall enforce this subject beyond all scruple, yet 
till then I must tell thee, & ever that thou art most entirely 
beloved of 

Thy unehangable 

Friend W. P. 

Pray give my dear love to thy dear relations. 

For Thomas Callowhill in Bristoll. 
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WOEMEINGHUBST 14. ll m 95. 

Since my Dearest Hannah twice excuses herselfe for 
brevity, it may very well become me once to apologize for 
my length in two together, especially, when by a Parenthe- 
sis in her last, I perceive she made a remarke upon it. 
But since It was not want of kindness, she writt no more, 
the fault could not be hers, & therefore very excusable. 
But I have nothing to say for my length but Love, which, 
if good for anything, may lessen my fault with one that is 
y" absolute M rs of it. But since my repentance is best 
shown by my amendment, I will neither be so long nor so 
complaining. Know, then, my dearest friend, yt through 
the goodness of y e Lord, whose sure Mercies are with us, 
blessed be his name, my poor Boy is better, & in a way, I 
hope, of Recovery; often pert, & projecting his Journey to 
London & Bristoll : And takes thy Mnde Concerne for him 
with respect. For the rest of them, they are well, and if I 
may believe them, all thyn, as thou would have them, and 
they ought to be. ffor poor Goodfellow, I think he has been 
better, ever since he took a Dose of Gr's : Elixir which, by 
all I observe, agrees best with his side & head, ffor my- 
selfe, since thou art not worse, I must be better ; for thou 
mayst Judge of me by thyselfe. No Clock or weatherglass 
goes so true ; such is y° powr of simpathy above Art. I 
Long, my Dearest Hannah, to hear w* you have done, & of 
thy resolutions ; for thou mayst measure my desires by my 
love, & yt by thy Deserveings, of w eh , remember to apply 
the inclosed receipt, and thou wilt know more. It is hard 
for me to tell when & where to make an end, when I am 
writeing to thee, and how can I, when y* w ch excites it has 
none, shall I then say, excuse or thanke me for writeing 
no more ? do w ch thou will, but remember, ever, that I 
am, with y" greatest truth & best of love, 

Thyn from all the World 

"W M Pbnn. 

myn give thee & thy Rela. their love & Respects, as I do 
thy D r Mother, & in a lower forme to thy Aunt Olemont & 



298 Some Love-Letters of William Perm. 

uncle & Aunt Harris & to the Frds. yt ask after me. refuse 
not to write because I am here, for here as well as at Lond. 
I receive all. 

For my Dearest ffriend 

Hannah Callowhtll 
Bristol! 

Waemingst 19. ll m0 95. 
My most dear H. 

How unhappy am I, yt anything I have writt should 
make thee uneasy, whom I love & preferr above all the 
world, & in whose love I seek my own happiness. But I 
hope my letters of the 11 th 15 th & 17 th will prove an effectuall 
plaister for yt wound. Compassionate my illness, my trouble 
for my poor boys, and the concerne my love gives me for 
thee & my selfe ; & think me not only uncapable of altering, 
but of being unkinde to my Dearest friend, and if I seem to 
have thought her too cold & indifferent, under the circum- 
stances we stand under to one another, let her forgive it, 
because love is y 9 ground & spring of it. I charge y M not ; 
I love, honour & embrace y" 8 & am without reserve entirely 
thyn, as thou wouldst have me. therfore let me hear from 
thee as often as thou canst, till I see thee ; for next this, yt 
is the most acceptable. If my two months will end my 
pilgrimage, for yt I call my life in thy absence, in a per- 
ticuler manner, be so free & kinde as to lett me Know I may 
come down, if my health & sons will give me leave, for by 
y e time this is answered, y" 2 months will be up. yet as I 
have all along submitted my pleasure & satisfaction to thyn, 
so even in this, which is so desirable to me, I would have 
thee perfectly easy. If bille grows stronger, I think to be 
at London next week, for this distance is erksome to me, 
letters being 10 days in returne, tho I hope thou will not 
forbear to write because of yt, because they come as safely 
as to London. I rejoyce thou art so well, goe on & prosper, 
be happy & a Joy to thy selfe & to 

Thyn own true & Inseperable 

W. P. 
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myn pray thee to accept their love & respects, myn to 
thy relations, vale. 

For my Dear st ffriend 

Hannah Callowhill. 

Warmiitchhukst 30. ll m 95. 
Indeed I cannot, if I would, reproach my dearest friend 
for a careless silence, but much more reason I have to ad- 
mire her dilligent goodness, and as she has not been want- 
ing in her number, so I am sure she has been less so in 
the matter of them. Ingenious, & Ingenuous too : Good, 
religious, wise, and kinde. I know w* is my Dearest H & 

w* not & from henceforth, she will hear no more of 

And now let me tell her yt my poor boy is, at best, at a 
stand. I hope thou wilt inwardly remember us. for my 
Selfe, I bless the Lord, I have now no other illness ; & waite 
with an ardent concern & travil, y e issue of my poor childs 
condition. Poor Childe, he embraced thy kinde letter very 
affec ly thou art so couragious as to owne thy love to hinl, 
more of yt elswhere, I am desired to tell thee, will be very 
acceptable. I rejoyce my Dearest frd. gains ground at any 
time ; & why should she ever loose any ? Is not virtue, re- 
ligion, sweetness & Goodness the motives of loveing her, & 
of her returnes for y e same ? for my S. W. it is below my 
D r friends consideration, yt party has to little interest & es- 
teem neerer home to signify much ; besides I am satisfyed 
it is to recommend herself. H. is so much above her every 
way, yt I beg no more may be sayd of yt. let not thos 
thoughts have y" credit or Authority to disturb thy peace, 
be not in pain to recommend, sett off, or Ingratiate, let y e 
fear of God, & inward simplicity, & upright intention, of 
which he is both Author, witness & rewarder, be y e satis- 
faction of my Dearest H. & her D r & true ffrd. And now 
my Dear Heart pray give my kinde love to R. & B. 8. I 
have writt to ym. It has been these 14 days, I beleive, in 
my minde, to write to you, wondering I have not heard of 
them, as at other times, they are our friends in a perticuler 
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manner, and pray salute me to ym & use ym so. let pray 
M. W. H. V. M. IT. have my Dr love remembered to ym 
here, but to thy Dr Relations, in a suitable manner to yt 
neerness which thou hast given me by thy goodness, and 
for thy selfe I have none to give, because it can be no news 
to tell thee yt thou art absolute Mistress of 

Thy W. P. 
Spr. Tishe, & Bille send thee & thyn their respects. 
For Thomas Callowhill 
In Bristoll. 

Warminghuest l 8 * 12 m 95. 
I cannot forbeare to "Write where I cannot forbeare to Love 
as I love my dearest Hannah and if yt be a fault, till she 
ceases to be so lovely, I need no Apology for it. Eeceive, 
then, my Dearest Heart, the Embraces of the best love I 
have, that lives & flows to thee every day, with Continual 
desires for thy felicity every way : more especially in the 
best things, w"* setts all to rights, & gives a peace above 
the little & low interruptions of this world. Suffer not any- 
thing of it to disturbe or abate thy satisfaction, but feel thy 
peace bottom'd upon that which is unchangable. o meet 
me there, myn own Dearest, in thy retired walks & recesses 
from the world ; & lett our fellowship be enlarged in that 
nobler Relation, w° h time cannot dissolve ; which gives us 
Courage, Sweetness, affection, truth & Constancy in the dis- 
charge of our Lower relation. The Lord in his wisdom & 
goodness, bless, comfort, fortefy & settle thy minde & spirit 
more & more, above every carefull thought, and anxious 
and doubtfull reflection, with w oh the most worthy, tender, 
& humble spirits are too often assaulted and but too incident 
to disquiet themselves with. In all which, my heart still 
loves & embraces thee above every other worldly comfort, 
of which thou hadst a proof in thy last receipt, w ch , tho I 
held the lower part too neer, & made it in part illegible, I 
read enough to be sensible & Concerned with most endeared 
affection for my poor deare H. and rejoyced yt last time it 
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seemed over. Those quams (or Calms) upon our Sp ta have 
as often naturall as extrordinary causes, & too often, we 
make work for ourselves, as I did in myn of the 9 th bateing 
yt part which concerned my poor Boy. And now I have 
named him, I am to tell thee, since thou hast told him thou 
lovest him, yt through the Lords goodness to us, he's, 
we hope, better ; too be sure, stronger, & a better stomach, 
he is difficult for his food, else very tractable. He de- 
sires to present thee with his respects, and shall be very 
glad to see thee there, & if yt be denyed him (which he 
hopes will not) that he shall quickly see thee here. The 
Rest pray that they may be remembered in y" same man- 
ner, which I hope thou wilt accept, for their own sakes, & 
not the less for myn. They Joyn with me in Dear & re- 
spectfull salutes to thy Dear relations, please to salute me 
to friends as free, & in perticular to thy uncle & Aunts, & 
cosens. 

I shall be glad to hear thy Answear about the perticulars I 
mentioned in my last but one. I see no difficulty but about 
my daughters maide, who has many of y e qualitys of thy 
M. L. but country bred, a word upon yt. the Pride, Oon- 
ceitedness, & Gossiping of too many of Citty education, 
gives me at least a caution of embraceing such for serv to 
they are often above direction, or overrate their qualifica- 
tions, but these are more immediately under thy considera- 
tion and command, & yt shall Issue it, but we hear so well 
of this where she liv'd a little while before she came to us, 
& is so quick, honest & wiling, & young & strong, yt with 
direction, she, we think, will make a good serv*. I love 
simplicity but not silliness; wisdom, but not craft. But 
enough of this. Now, my Dearest, I will say no more, only 
remember the receipt for the eyes, & apply it. and at all 
times, & in all conditions remember thou art sure of the 
love & friendship of Him that is more than he could ever 
tell thee, 

Thyn Whilst 

"W M Penn. 
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pray let me know w* Booms are in the house below & 
above, with all conveniences. 
For niy Dearest ffriend 

Hannah Callowhill. 

Waemst 11. I2 m 95. 
My Dearest Hannah 

Tho I have had none from y e last post I cannot omit to 
visit a place I love so well, & yt I remember with so much 
pleasure & therefore send this to ask of your news, tho thy 
frd. B. supplyed yt want as farr as he cold, and that was, in 
the absence of thyn, acceptable. I bless the Lord we mend, 
Grow Stronger, & are very quarrelsome for our Bille, so yt 
we sometimes are ready to fall out. Spr. has a cold yt is 
troublesome to him, but begins to ware away, we hope, and 
if the Lord give us ability, we think to sett out hence y e 
25 th day, & to be w th you on y e last day of y 9 month, of which 
thou will hear more fully. I think noe time is now to be 
lost & our deliberation will not much longer be esteem'd 
our virtue, but other thoughts entertained, if we bring it not 
to a period, wherefore nothing, on my part, if y e Lord please 
to give us health, shall obstruct & I would hope the same on 
my Deare H s part. I think to see London next 7 th day, & 
be at home again yt day week, if God give me life & health 
to do it. I need say little of our houshold matters, in a 
post or two thou will have an account of w* is sent, & y e 
keys by some safe hand, w oh is all yt y e season will allow. 
Tishe desires thee to excuse her sending her white curtains, 
unwasht, she had not time, I pressing her, & promessing to 
excuse it. overlook her outside, It was a gift of her mothers, 
& she never made it up before. y e curtains are to come no 
lower then y e bedsteed at bottom of counterpan reaching the 
Ground, serves for lower vallens. This with her Dr love & 
respects, is w 4 commission she gives me. Spr. & Bille, as 
readily pray I would do as much for ym, & alb of ym to 
thy Relations : To whom let me be mentioned, I beseech 
thee, with true regards, & count of me thyself, as y e man of 
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y e world yt most entirely Loves & vallues thee, above every 
other sencere comfort ; & therefore is, with great delight, 

Thyn as he ought to be, 

W. P. 
my Dr love to frds & thy relations of y e 2 a ranek. 
For my esteem 4 Friend 

Thomas Callowhill in 

Bristoll 

Waeminqst 

14 th 12 m 95. 
Dearest & best Beloved friend 

Least my silence should be interpreted my Indifferency 
or neglect, I am unwilling to lett one post goe without 
some testimony of my most affect, remembrance of thee, 
who has so great & constant a share in my minde that very 
few moments escape, in which thou art not y e subject of my 
best wishes & desires. I had none from thee or thy father 
y e last post, but a large Galloping one from B. 0. & this post 
one from thy father on the Back of his, Intimateing none 
from me the last 7 th day, being y e 8 th Instant. But ere this 
you are both convinct, It was none of my fault. Sometimes 
out of good husbandry, & haveing things to send up, I 
inclose myn to you, to S. V. to be put into y e post yt night ; 
& if y e people where he lodges omitt to give it him, he failes 
of my desire & direction. This I take to be the Case & 
cause of your suppose 8 me to have omitted writeing. Thou 
seest, as well as I love thee, I will not make thee my exam- 
ple in some things ; and the reason is, because I love thee. 
And tho thou wouldst not make him thy Proxy to say, come 
& wellcome, B. I mean, yet that will not make me stay a 
day the longer from thee, In which I finde my Inclination 
and my Judgem* both agree. I will trust my never faileing 
frd with my acceptance & success. I humbly bless his great 
name for y e good news of your wellfaire, & yt I can say my 
poor Boy gains ground dayly, & is likely to be a wittness 
among the rest. Spr. has an ugly cold & cough, but I pray 
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& hope it may pass off without great inconveniency. It is 
hereaway Epidemicall. Tishe is well, & is divided, between 
fear & Duty : she thinks she ought to write, & fears it may 
be troublesome: yet Duty is like to have y e better of it, 
by next post ; when thou will have an account of y e things 
sent, if not by this. I think I will detaine thee no longer, 
but to give thee their respectfull Love, & pray y M to do as 
much for them to thy Relations ; who will finde here my 
affectionate salutes ; yt I embrace thee in y e best love, is no 
news, since it can be none to y 96 yt I love thee above y" 
world, & am so unreservedly 

Thyn 
W. P. 

Tishe prays if her bed be set up before we come yt y' 
vallens be turn'd in 8 or 4 inches. 

For my esteemed ff'riend 

Thomas Callowhill 

In Bristoll. 



